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I launched this investigation because the City of 
Petaluma denied my legal valid access to reclaimed 
water. 

I followed all regulations and spent $10,000 to make 
my farm compliant to be able to receive reclaimed 
water in a drought year.

Is it because they could chase more lucrative business 
with cannabis farms? 

They denied all access and refused to provide me with 
water. Calls to water district resulted in a bizarre claim 
that I did not have a permit ever.

I was curious why this sudden shift in their attitude and 
so I hired a private investigator after I staked out a few 
cannabis farms and this is the result of my 
investigation.

On Thu, Apr 22, 2021 at 8:44 AM Pierce, Matthew 
<MPierce@cityofpetaluma.org> wrote:
Good Morning Phoebe,

Unfortunately, the City does not have excess recycled water available this 
year due to unprecedented demand. The City is denying requests for use of 
recycled water outside the City’s Recycled Water Service Area, please see 
attached map. There are even properties within the permitted service area 
which used water in the last drought that have been denied this year. I am 
sorry to inform you that recycled water is not available for your property.

Sincerely,
Matt

Matthew Pierce
Operations Supervisor
City of Petaluma, Ellis Creek Water Recycling Facility
3890 Cypress Drive, Petaluma, CA 94954
mpierce@cityofpetaluma.org
Phone (707) 776-3726

HERE IS WHY I LAUNCHED THIS PRIVATE INVESTIGATION

mailto:MPierce@cityofpetaluma.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/3890+Cypress+Drive,+Petaluma,+CA+94954?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:mpierce@cityofpetaluma.org


Statistics on Ministerial permits of 2021 [approx.]

• 149 Ministerial applications made in 2021
• 97 Ministerial permits issued in 2021
• 52 permits are mostly under review 
• Every 10,000 sq ft cultivation uses 230,000 Gallons PER HARVEST, most are harvesting two crops per year

Of all 2021 applications examined: 

• 65% declared that they will use reclaimed water from unnamed city = 63
• 15% declared that they will use unnamed sources = 14
• 15% declared they will use surface water = 14
• 4% declared that they will use well = 4

Water use to cultivate cannabis via ministerial permits

• 97 x 230,000 gallons = 22,310,000 PER SEASON
• Reclaimed water from undeclared city: 14,490,000 Gallons
• Undeclared source: 3,220,000 Gallons
• Surface water: 3,220,000 Gallons
• Well: 910,000 Gallons

Illegal water used by cannabis farmers who benefited by applying for ‘Ministerial Permit’ 

• Only 910,000 gallons are considered from legal sources, however since they avoided all CEQA review we are uncertain as to the groundwater zone in which this farm is located. Department of Cannabis Control 
states that surface water cannot be used between July and October, which is typical harvest time for cannabis cultivation

• The U.S. Food and Drug Administration forbids the use of untreated reclaimed water for anything that humans ingest. Cannabis is smoked and extracts go into edibles which are ingested. Cannabis grown using 
reclaimed water should be recalled and destroyed. Water departments of Penngrove, Petaluma and Santa Rosa have unequivocally declared that their city water is solely for residents and temporary construction 
permits

MINISTERIAL PERMITS HAVE AIDED AND ABETTED WATER THEFT OF BETWEEN 23 Mil gallons and are continuing to do so every year.

Between 2020 and 2021, Department of agriculture has issued ministerial permits which have avoided CEQA review. These permits will use a grand total of roughly 43 million gallons. [2019 needs to be 
tabulated]

IS THIS WHY ALL RECLAIMED 
WATER PERMITS HAVE BEEN 
CANCELLED?…BECAUSE THEY 
HAVE BEEN RE-ISSUED TO 
CANNABIS FARMS?



EXAMPLES OF CANNABIS FARMS STEALING SURFACE WATER AND CITY WATER FROM HYDRANTS



Petaluma Hills Farm LLC, The Highland Canopy LLC, Sonoma Hills Farm LLC, 
334 Purvine Rd Petaluma Ca 94952
Sonoma County UPC# UPC17-0020
Cal Cannabis Lic#: CCL20-0000520

Photos of farmers delivering surface water to 334 Purvine Rd. and stolen hydrant water from Santa Rosa 
Applicant is receiving between 5-6  x 4,500 gallon truckloads of water daily



Cannabis grower threatening me 
because he saw me take photos

All these photos of this 
without any DOT registration 
unloading water @ 334 
Purvine Rd were taken on 
7/2/21 @ 2:21pm 



Cannabis grow at 
334 Purvine Rd is 
buying water that is 
to be used 
specifically for 
residents and 
construction 
projects in Santa 
Rosa. Petaluma 
Creamery is not 
licensed by DOT and 
not licensed by DCC 
as licensed water 
haulers. This water 
truck has been 
making between 4-5 
trips per day to 334 
Purvine Rd. Calls to 
Santa Rosa Water 
Department 
confirmed that this 
water is NOT 
permitted to be 
used for Cannabis 
farming, the permit 
granted to Petaluma 
Dairy s specifically 
for dairy use. The 
permit granted to 
Petaluma Creamery 
to draw water for 
their dairy 
operations, not for 
Cannabis farming 
and certainly not 
intended for resale

These photos of the 
Petaluma Creamery truck 
unloading water which 
was obtained from the 
fire hydrant at 3276 
Dutton avenue were 
taken on 08/16/21 @ 
2:04pm at 334 Purvine
Rd



The Cannabis grow at 334 Purvine Rd is a full acre, and from satellite photos appears to be well over 1.5 acres. 
This requires between 1.2 – 2.0 Million gallons of water per harvest.

The grower has represented it draws 12 Gallons per minute based on a 4-hour test conducted in 1977, but 
recharge is slow. For this applicant to draw 1.2 Million gallons from this well this well would have to run 1,666 
hours. That is roughly 70 days nonstop.

This is a zone 3-4 water area there is absolutely NO WAY THIS WELL CAN YIELD THIS AMOUNT OF WATER…Yet 
PRMD has approved this CUP without any well test.

This grower’s use seems to have run all wells dry within a radius of ¼ mile and predictably is now hauling water 
from illegal sources



No 72-hour pump test was conducted since applicant changed water 
source to external. However since then applicant has changed back to 
well supply but has not complied with any requirements nor has 
conducted any tests Neighboring property wells are now dry since 
water table is extremely low. Applicant has provided a well test from 
1977 to support using well water as sole water supply

Obtained from County Permit 
Application Documents



Obtained from County Permit 
Application Documents



Valleyford Farms LLC
1400 Valley Ford Freestone Rd Bodega 94922 

Dept of Ag Ministerial permit#: APC21-0145, APC21-0101, APC21-0001
Cal Cannabis Lic#:NONE FOUND

Photos of stolen hydrant water from Santa Rosa being delivered to Valley Ford farms



Photos of stolen hydrant water from Santa Rosa being delivered to Valley Ford Farms
This is the same Petaluma creamery Truck which is being used to fill water at the fire 
hydrant at 3276 Dutton Avenue Santa Rosa and deliver to 334 Purvine Rd is also 
delivering water to 1400 Valley Ford Freestone in Bodega
These photos were taken on 08/25/2021 @ 5:03pm



Photos of stolen hydrant water from Santa Rosa being delivered to Valley Ford Farms
This is the same Petaluma creamery Truck which is being used to fill water at the fire 
hydrant at 3276 Dutton Avenue Santa Rosa and deliver to 334 Purvine Rd is also 
delivering water to 1400 Valley Ford Freestone in Bodega
These photos were taken on 08/25/2021 @ 5:03pm



Photos of stolen hydrant water from Santa Rosa being delivered to Valley Ford Farms
This is the same Petaluma creamery Truck which is being used to fill water at the fire 
hydrant at 3276 Dutton Avenue Santa Rosa and deliver to 334 Purvine Rd is also 
delivering water to 1400 Valley Ford Freestone in Bodega
These photos were taken on 08/25/2021 @ 5:03pm



Diggit Gardens LLC, Potter Family Farms LLC, Rain Gardens LLC, Wild Heart Farms LLC
4835 & 3803 Springhill Rd Petaluma Ca 94952

Dept of Ag Ministerial permit#: APC21-0134, APC21- 0135, APC21- 0136, APC21- 0137, APC21- 0117, APC21-
0118, APC21- 0119, APC21- 0120, APC21- 0121, APC21- 0122, APC21- 0123, APC21- 0124, APC21- 0125, 

APC21-0126, APC21- 0127
Cal Cannabis Lic#: CCL20-0002188, CCL20-0002189, CCL20-0002190, CCL20-0002191, CCL20-0002182, 

CCL20-0002183, CCL20-0002184, CCL20-0002185, CCL20-0002177, CCL20-0002178, CCL20-0002179, CCL20-
0002173, CCL20-0002174, CCL20-0002175, CCL20-0002176



Photos of stolen hydrant water from Santa Rosa originally 
permitted for dairy being redirected to cannabis farms



Photos of dairy milk tuck that has been seen entering the field 
where cannabis is grown at 3803 Springhill Rd

This truck has been seen filling water at the Petaluma Dairy 
factory in downtown Petaluma



These are the locations of all the cannabis grows at Petaluma Creamery 4235 & 3803 Springhill Rd Petaluma Ca 94952 :

Grow#1: 81,737 Sq FT
Grow#2: 42,873 Sq Ft
Grow#3: 93,830 Sq Ft
Grow#4: 69,886 Sq Ft

Grand Total of 288,326 Square Feet

THIS IS THE HUGE CANNABIS OPERATION THAT IS RECEIVING 
ILLEGAL WATER FROM CITY HYDRANTS



LOCATION OF THE CANNABIS GROWS AT 3803 AND 4235 SPRINGHILL RD

THERE IS NOT ENOUGH 
GROUND WATER TO BE ABLE 
TO GROW CLOSE TO 5 ACRES 
OF CANNABIS HARVESTED 2 
TIMES



CANNABIS GROWS AT 3803 AND 4235 SPRINGHILL RD

THERE IS NOT ENOUGH 
GROUND WATER TO BE ABLE 
TO GROW CLOSE TO 5 ACRES 
OF CANNABIS HARVESTED 2 
TIMES



These photographs are of 
the hoop houses located at 
4235 and 3803 Springhill Rd

THERE IS NOT ENOUGH 
GROUND WATER TO BE ABLE 
TO GROW CLOSE TO 5 ACRES 
OF CANNABIS HARVESTED 2 
TIMES



Photographs of Water being stolen from city fire hydrants to supply Cannabis farms



These photos showing 
an unmarked truck 
with no DOT 
registration filling 
water from the 
hydrant. This fire 
hydrant does not have 
a meter on it, which 
means that the 
hydrant is not to be 
used for filling water 
tankers.

Photos taken on 8/17/21 
at 6:42 PM at the hydrant 
located near Ray’s Deli 
Petaluma



These photos were 
taken on 08/25/21 @ 
8:56am at the fire 
hydrant located on 
3276 Dutton Ave in 
Santa Rosa



These photos are of the Petaluma Creamery Truck repeatedly driving to and filling 
up at the fire hydrant located at 3276 Dutton Rd in Santa Rosa. 
These photos were taken on 08/16/21 at 12:31pm



These photos are of the Petaluma Creamery Truck driving to and filling up at the 
fire hydrant located at 3276 Dutton Rd in Santa Rosa. 
These photos were taken on 08/16/21 at 12:31pm
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